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J .K. Mc~onald.........•.•.........•.........•.. 25%

Prdsent ~is original story •................ 10%
A SELF MADE FAILURE 100%

With
Ben Alexaraer ani Lloyd Hamiit~n•. , ......•...•• 30%

and an all-star c~st inc~uding 1

Matt Moore, Mary Carr, Patsy Ruth Miller...•.. , l~%
Sam DeGrasse, Chuck Reisner, Vic Potel .......• 10%
Dan Mason, ~lta Allen, Harry Todd) Caro~o ....•. 15~
Directed by William TIeaudine ..........•..••..•• 30~

A First National Pict'ure.I...••.••..•......•.•• 30%
CAST

Sonny................•.•Ben Alexander Pokey Jones ..•....... Victor Potel
Breezy•.....•........... Lloyd Hamil ton Dan................••Dan Mason
John Steele •..•... : ..•.Matt Moore The Constable., Harry Todd
Alice Ne~l....•• ;;;., ..•P~tsy Ruth Miller Mrs. Spike Malone ....•Alta Allen
Grandma Ne~l .........•..Mary Carr The Goofey Waitress .• Doris ~ne
Cyrus Cruikshank.•...••• Sum DeGrasse Alice Neal. aged 4 ••.Priscilla M :c:Ul
S. ike Malone ... , .......• II Chuck" Reisner Verman•...•.........• Joe McCray

"Cameo" '" .Herself

Produced' By
J,K. McDonald

SnORT SYNOPSIS
"A SELF MADE FAl LURE" Directed by

William Baaudine

ThQ s~ll-town resort of SUlphur S~rings. known to the residents of near­
by towna as possessing untold curative powers for the chronic ailments of man
(~belief secretly not shared by Cyrus Cruikshank (Smn DeGrasse), proprietor
of the rather rumshackle hotel) is expecting the arrival of Pr0fessor Strauss.

The Professor is to rAVe c~arge of the newly installed rn~ss~ge parlors'
and SWimming pool, Which ~re to be formally opened to the guests by a perfor­
mance of Spike Malone's (Chuck Riesner' diving beauties.

A frei~t. preceding the arrival'of Strauss' train by only a few minutes,
pulls into the yards and from the rods alight a m~n, a boy ~nd a dog, Brezzy
(Lloyd Hamil ton) , kindly but i 11i terate j;r<Wp, is the friend ani guardi~n of
Sonny (Ben Alexander) a youngster W~ose fat~e~~ now deceased, h~s been a friend
of earlier days. The boy's ambition is to forsake t~e rods ~d to educate ~
Brezzy to the point Where he will settle down to a more honorable method of
li ving.

Through a plausible mistdke of identity, Breezy is inst~~led at the hotel
as the German masseur. Sonny, and the dog, Cameo, find a home n~xt door at the
struggling am. rarely patronized boarding house of Grandma Neal (M~_ry Carr) i:i.Id
her orphaned grand-daughter Alice (Patsy Ruth Miller), a be~utiful girl of
eighteen ye~rs. As runner for Grcn:lm:l's :pld.ce Sonny secures Jo:m Steele (Matt
Moore) former attorney and amateur author, as a bo~er, not knoWing he has
been ej~cted from the bigger hotel for nonpayment of rent.

Alice has become interested in Steele, who has known har in a r3ther ab­
stract way while stopping at Cruiksnank's hostelry. Closer association t
Grcndma's results in t~e blossoming of love between the two.

Sonny's ~ttempt to teach Breezy to write results in almost oontinuous prac­
tice of penmanship. Whatever paper is ne~rest at hand receives Breezy's efforts
to convince Sonny that he is a gre~t penm~n. This results in the discovclry of
a reaeipt which leads Steele to believe that Cruikshank's dealings With Grandma
have not been honest. The document shows tnat Alice's father rep id a. loan to
the hotel proprietor end Steele (the fo~er attorney) believ3s the paper cov~rs
the debt through which Cruikshank C<:.IDe into possession of the springs.

He imp~rts his suspicion to Bresszy and the latt~r st~rts a still hunt to
find if his employer has a deed to the property. A coincidental burglary of
the safe thct night results in the discovery of the deed but Breezy is accused
of the crime and taken to ~ail. There he drops the d&ed out the window and.
C eo carries it to Grandma's cottage where it is discovered to have been for­

---L-ged two weeks after the death of Alice's f~ther.
The last sequence of the picture depicts the restoration of the s rings

to the rigatful owners and a gr:md reopening of Grandma's ravit£'.lizoo. est~blish­
ment with Bre~zy as Manager and Master of Ceremonies.

BelieVing liimself to be unfit to longer t..ssociute .with Sonny :.nd :1is r.ewlr
found friends, Breezy silently slips ~ay und climbs on'tae rods of u freigh~.

tr in Just as Sonny atrolls by in search of Cameo, De~f to tha pld~s of Sonny,
Brcozy only determine to return to his position of trust and re~ponsibility at
ibe hotel whdn C~eo w~lks into the scene f~llow~ by five littl~ fox tdrrie~a,fOO young to travel.
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Dated

It this request can be granted you are asked and authorized to send

The undersigned claimant 01' copyright in the work herein namec1,

REQUEST FOR RETURN OF COPYRIGHT DEPOSITS
JUN 27 1924

deposited in the Copyright Office on _!~~.~ !!:~.and registered
C ell 2033~ (::To ..

under Class...........• XXc.. o •.,................. .. ..... ,

Register of Copyrights,
Library 01' Congress.

Washington, D. C.

deposited in the Copyright Oftice and duly registered tor copyright pro-

tection, requests the return to him under the provisions of sections 59 and

Dear Sir:

60 of the Act of March 4, 1909, of one or both of the deposited copies of the

.... h m h h ..k ..~ entitled.Q(.L~.~4:~
r~~....- __ -- _-.- - -- - - _- - ..

the said copy or copies to me at the followingaddr~ss:

..................................................................................................................................................................or

t 0 .._ _ .....•_ ..•....__.__._. . _•..•....._ .

at .._ _ .

.tuooiah lrat Ytat ional Piotur•• rnc.Signed _.. , _ _ _ "'"
(Claimant of Copyright)

(. ('pt.• 10:.!:!-GOO
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This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center 
The Library of Congress  


